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Welcome to the Bradford and Kirklees Connect Programme Termly Newsletter. We have 

come to the end of a busy year with lots of exciting events and concerts. We are so happy to 

now have 120 children on the Connect programme across Bradford and Kirklees! 

If you have anything that you would like to be shared in future newsletters, please get in 

touch with Laura (laura.robinson@youngsounds.org.uk1). 
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May Get Together 

 



In May, Connect students enjoyed a fun and engaging body percussion and samba workshop 

from Beat Goes On. We were pleased to welcome young musicians from Kirklees in our first 

join Get Together and it was brilliant to see so many students enjoying this event, 

culminating in a fantastic performance for parents and carers. 

 

 



 

Kirklees Joins the Connect Programme 

 



Since joining the programme in January 2025, our pupils have fully embraced the 

opportunities available to them. We have 23 pupils taking part and all are engaging and 

progressing really well. 7 of our pupils attend our music centres, 8 have already performed at 

their first soloist evening and 5 families travelled to Manchester to watch the BBC 

Philharmonic. We are looking forward to attending more Get Togethers next year after the 

success of our first joint Get Together with Bradford in May! 

"I want to do this every Saturday!" 

Young Sounds pupil after attending their first Get Together 

"I want music to be part of my future and my job." 

Young Sounds pupil 

"Thank you for this privilege for my child." 

Parent of a pupil when being offered a place on Young Sounds Connect. 

"My child and I had a wonderful time at the BBC Philharmonic concert. I’ve never been to 

anything like that before and it was breathtaking. Thank you so much for the opportunity."   

Parent of a Young Sounds Connect pupil 

Young People's Programme Panel 

How should music leaders track your progress as a musician? We'd welcome young 

musicians on the Connect programme to join us online on Tuesday 12th August at 16:00 to 

discuss this topic with peers across the country. Sign up to let us know you're coming!2 

Music Exam Success 

ABRSM exams are now free as part of the Connect programme and young people can also 

use their bursaries to cover the costs of any other music exams for example Rock School and 

Trinity College London. 

Some of our Bradford Connect pupils have had recent exam successes. Well done to you all! 

Gabriel Serrano-Medina recently passed his ABRSM Grade 7 Trumpet exam. 

Sarah Antonowicz achieved a Merit in her ABRSM Grade 2 Bassoon exam. 

James Arthur achieved a Merit in his ABRSM Grade 3 percussion exam. 

 
2https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=WHOUE4ufzkOOZBuG0OrD7WiREnDzpOZMmyNnsKK
uvtZUM1BTSFgxSjBBQ0lDUzdWWFJBQzY3RUZSMS4u&origin=QRCode 



Ethan Mbale achieved a Merit in his ABRSM Grade 5 violin exam. 

Concert and Workshop with the National Children's Orchestra of 

Great Britain 

 

 

 

In June, brass and woodwind students on the Connect programme enjoyed a trip to the 

impressive Stoller Hall in Manchester. They took part in a breathing workshop, delivered by 

the trombonist Katy Jones from the Hallé Orchestra. Connect students enjoyed performing a 



body percussion with the National Children's Orchestras of Great Britain. For some of our 

students it was the first time listening to a live orchestra! 

Diana Ross at Leeds First Direct Arena 

 

We were lucky enough to be given some free tickets for our Connect students to attend the 

Diana Ross concert at Leeds First Direct Arena. Diana Ross performed a number of her 

greatest hits along with a live orchestra and it was amazing that a number of our students 

got to attend! 



Get in Touch! 

 

Helen Borg - Bradford 

helen.borg@youngsounds.org.uk3 

07582 104240 

 

Laura Robinson - Bradford 

laura.robinson@youngsounds.org.uk4 

07582 104249 
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Jennifer Isaacs - Kirklees 

jennifer.isaacs@youngsounds.org.uk5 

01484 426426 
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